
CHARLESTON TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 
 

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission was held at the Township Hall on December 14, 2010. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Sue Balkema, Walt Kohnke, Don Kramer, Phil Larson, Joan Orman and Art Samson 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Larson called the meeting to order at 7 pm and led in the pledge to the Flag. 

 

ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA: Kohnke moved to adopt the agenda. Seconded by Balkema. Samson 

suggested an amendment to the agenda to add the Wind Energy Ordinance discussion. Larson agreed. The motion 

passed unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Samson moved to approve the minutes of the October 19, 2010 meeting. Seconded by 

Balkema. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

WIND ENERGY ORDINANCE: Discussion ensued on submission of a Wind Energy Ordinance to the board. It 

was determined that Larson had misunderstood his duty regarding this topic; thinking that he had to actually write 

the ordinance. Samson advised that we simply need to add the list of four items discussed at the October 19 meeting 

to the original items the Planning Commission agreed upon to be included in a Wind Energy Ordinance, and submit 

those to the Township Board in order to have the township attorney draft the ordinance. Larson will contact 

Supervisor Bell regarding this topic. 

 

REVIEW OF CHARLESTON TOWNSHIP’S LAND USE PLAN: Art moved that it is the intention of the Planning 

Commission to begin the process of a review of the Land Use Plan by determining those areas that require our 

attention, as well as considering updates and inclusion of any new items necessary. Larson seconded. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

OUTLOOK TO 2011: Discussion ensued on the make up of the Planning Commission for 2011. Orman and 

Wager’s terms are up as of December 31, 2010. Orman wishes to take a break from commission work to focus on 

other projects. In light of Wager’s absence during the winter months, Samson stated that she should NEVER worry 

about missing meetings as her knowledge as a Planning Commissioner and her contributions to the Planning 

Commission are incredibly valuable. 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME: No citizens present. 

 

MEMBER’S TIME: The content of Supervisor Bell’s memo of December 9 – addressing issues unresolved by the 

Planning Commission - was discussed. Plans were made for addressing these issues. 

Larson said Drain Commissioner Patricia Conley would like to visit us at some time in the future. 

Samson discussed a recent Supreme Court decision regarding the Hedley Amendment. 

Orman discussed a recent newspaper item about an out-of-state wind power company looking to build a commercial 

wind energy development in Volinia Township in northeastern Cass County.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:59 pm upon motion by Samson. Support by Kohnke. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

Prepared 12/14/10 by Joan Orman 

 


